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 The Book of  
 More Money  

  Chloroform in print. 
Mark Twain on The Book of Mormon (which 
coincidentally, contains The Book of Ether)

A ND SO IT CAME TO PASS THAT
Joseph Smith—politician, prophet, plagiarist, 
polygamist—and founder of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (aka the 
Mormons)—found himself imprisoned in a 
county jail, the hapless victim of a rival 
religious leader’s jealousy (as well as, it 
must be said, his own avarice and ambition).
   …And lo! even his magic underpants 
could not save him.  

****
   The phrase ‘and it came to pass’ appears 
over two thousand times in The Book of 
Mormon, which Smith claimed to have 
translated from engraved golden plates given 
to him by an angel named Moroni in 1823.                       
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    The Book—which contains over 25,000 
words copied directly from the Old Testament 
(along with many amusing anachronisms) 
was said to be written by ancient prophets 
who lived in North America from 2200 BC. 
One passage describes the appearance of 
Christ in the Americas shortly after his 
resurrection, and Smith claimed The Book 
was written to assist in the restoration of 
Christ’s true church in the ‘Latter Days.’
   Smith was illiterate, and—aided by two 
magic stones (purported to be set in the twin 
breastplates of Urim and Thummim of the 
Old Testament)—conscripted his wife 
Emma and a neighboring farmer named 
Martin Harris to transcribe the tablets from 
his dictation. Unfortunately, Harris’s wife— 
furious with her husband for mortgaging 
their farm and wasting his time supporting 
Smith’s project—apparently hid the first 
116 pages, forcing Smith to start all over.    



After completing his heroic task, Smith 
dutifully returned the plates to Moroni for 
safekeeping in Heaven, and forthwith
proclaimed himself  the ‘new Mohammad.’      
   Smith’s eloquent evangelism attracted a 
cadre of gullible followers, as well as 
enough antagonism to have him arrested 
several times, not to mention tarred and 
feathered in 1832. The Mormons were 
forced to retreat from one frontier ‘New 
Jerusalem’ to another, from New York to 
Ohio and Missouri (where Smith escaped 
from jail after being arrested for disorderly 
conduct) and finally on to Illinois, they 
purchased an entire town. Renaming it 
‘Nauvoo,’ it would soon grow to a 
population of 20,000, larger than Chicago. 
   By this time, the polygamous prophet had 
accumulated at least 33 wives, the youngest 
said to be only 14, and despite Emma’s 
threats of divorce, Smith was encouraging 

other Mormon leaders to follow his lead.  
   Many were reluctant, however, with one 
in particular—William Law—denouncing 
not only polygamy but Smith himself, after 
he caught him making advances on his wife.  
Excommunicated by Smith, Law went on to 
found a breakaway sect, and the ensuing 
rivalry and fierce competition for followers 
soon descended into mayhem and violence. 
   To the many outstanding charges against 
Smith was soon added a new one: incite-
ment to riot, and in 1844 he surrendered 
himself to authorities in Carthage, Illinois.
Two days later, a mob of 200 men stormed 
the jail where he was being held, and after 
firing into the crowd with a smuggled hand-
gun, Smith was fatally shot while attempting 
to escape from a second story window.  
   Led now by Brigham Young and a group 
of chosen elites called ‘Quorum of Twelve,’ 
the Mormons once again hit the road.

   After a few more stops, they settled in Salt 
Lake Valley in present day Utah, where 
Mormons now make up two-thirds of the 
state’s population. (Utah’s arid climate is 
particularly suitable for Mormons, who 

believe that lakes and other bodies of water 
are in fact the domain of the Devil.)
    The Mormon Church now has a world-
wide membership of over 16 million people, 
all of whom donate 10% of their income to 
the Church—a mandatory ‘tithe’ that 
amounts to an estimated $7 billion annually. 
   In 2019, a disgruntled Church insider 
revealed that the Mormon Church’s net 
worth may exceed $200 billion—a portfolio 
that includes thousands of churches and 
temples (foremost among them the 
monumental Salt Lake Temple), stock and 
bond investments, vast tracts of farmland 
and commercial property, and educational 
institutions like Brigham Young University.
   Ironically, due to its non-profit status, the 
Church pays virtually no state or federal tax 
on its riches, despite being domiciled in a 
state which consistently ranks #1 in personal 
bankruptcies. Asked for what purpose this 
huge stash was being hoarded, a spokesman 
for the Church explained that it was in antici-
pation of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. 
(At which time the famously strapped savior 
will apparently be feted with a lavish, big-
budget celebration to end all celebrations.)
   All in all, an impressive legacy for an 
admitted serial conman, already convicted 
of fraud 4 years before founding his religion.

****
   And oh, about those magic underpants: 
The undergarments worn by Mormons— 
adorned with occult symbols purloined from 
Freemasonry—are purported to provide 
protection against sin and temptation. In the 
case of Joseph Smith, however, a chastity 
belt might have been more appropriate. ◾


