immaculate deception

by martin zamyatin

A Holy Host of Jesuses
If someone comes to you and preaches a
Jesus other than the Jesus we preached,
you put up with it easily enough.
2 Corinthians 11:4
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HE FIRST FEW CENTURIES OF
Christianity were rife with dissension
among the faithful. Vying for supremacy
with a pantheon of ancient pagan and Roman
sun gods, a host of new son gods competed
for favor among the early Church hierarchy.
Which of a multitude of competing sects
—all, of course, claiming divine inspiration
—were in possession of the genuine teachings
of this unlikely new deity, an itinerant
Jewish ascetic who called himself Jesus?
…And which Jesus?
Jesus (Yeshua, or savior in Hebrew) was a
common name in the apocalyptic years of
the early first century. (Curiously, the
appellation christ also denoted anointed

one or savior, making the name “Jesus
Christ” somewhat redundant.)
Archeologists have unearthed the tombs of
at least seventy-one Yeshuas from the period
surrounding Jesus Christ’s purported death,
and the first century Jewish historian
Flavius Josephus reports no fewer than
nineteen christs named Jesus wandering
around the Holy Land, many of them
contemporaries of the biblical Jesus.
One, a madman named Jesus ben Ananias,
trod the streets of Jerusalem for seven long
years, boldly proclaiming “The End Is
Near! The End Is Near!” (The end arrived
during Nero’s siege of the city, when ben
Ananias’s path crossed that of a stone
hurled from a Roman catapult.)
Jesus ben Saphat, Jesus ben Gamala, and
Jesus ben Thebuth were similarly embroiled
in the Judean insurrection of 66-69 AD.

As one might expect, more than a few of
these rabble-rousing Jesuses met their end at
the hands of a Roman crucifixion crew. (For
example, Jesus ben Stada, executed in the
early second century near Jerusalem.)
One recklessly outspoken Jesus, Jesus ben
Pandira, even wound up getting himself
crucified on the eve of Passover in 79 BC.
(The purported founder of the Essene sect,
Pandera may actually have been the first
Jewish messiah—in which case he would no
doubt have considered the term BC, or
Before Christ, somewhat of an insult.)
One can imagine any number of ragged
bands of Jewish resistance fighters in the 1st
and 2nd century Holy Land having their
own private Jesus at their vanguard. During
the Roman siege of Jerusalem, hundreds of
captives were being crucified daily, so
ornamental Jesuses were no doubt a
depressingly common sight.
Blessed as they were with this veritable
cornucopia of Jesuses, it must have quite a
challenge for early disciples to know which
proselytizing God-man to back.
The potential for confusion was great
enough to spur the apostle Paul—in 2
Corinthians—to admonish against those
“preaching a Jesus other than the Jesus we
preached.” (Presumably, he was referring to
a rival evangelist attempting to challenge
Paul’s unparalleled public relations skills.)
And yet—despite the existence of all these
known (and no doubt many long-forgotten)
Jesus imposters—the existence of one Jesus
of Nazareth remains a matter of great dispute.
Most secular historians are inclined to vote
nay, and all Christian ones—with much
weeping and gnashing of teeth—yea.
One would think that a magician of the
biblical Jesus’s extraordinary skill—with
the power, after all, to heal the sick, raise
the dead, and even walk on water—would

raise at least an eyebrow or two among the
many Jewish scribes of his day. And yet,
despite the era being one of the most welldocumented periods in all of antiquity, there
are no contemporary, non-Christian
accounts that acknowledge his existence,
much less his many miraculous deeds.
The fact is that even according to
Christian sources, up until the late second
century there was no human Jesus, the
‘Christ concept’ not yet having been
embodied in an earthly form. For Paul and
the other early Christians, the ‘Lord Jesus
Christ’ was not a living human being, but
simply the ‘indwelling spirit’ of God.
The absence of a living, breathing Jesus in
the writings of Paul is particularly damning,
because the historical record clearly shows
that it wasn’t Jesus of Nazareth who established all the central tenets of the Christian
faith, but rather ‘Paul.’ (Like Jesus, Paul of
Tarsus is in all likelihood another phantom,
superhuman figure cobbled together from a
variety of mythological sources.)
The Catholic theology of predestination,
original sin, the Holy Trinity, judgment and
salvation all originated in the writings of
Paul. Without Paul, there would probably be
no Christ, and there would certainly be no
Christianity as we know it today. Paul, not
Jesus, is the true founder of Christianity.
Of course, without a human, flesh and
blood Jesus there could be no virgin birth,
no ministry, no persecution, and —needless
to say—no death, resurrection or salvation
from sin. The entire institutional edifice of
Christianity rests on the unqualified
existence of not merely a spiritual,
metaphorical Jewish figurehead called
‘Jesus,’ but on Jesus Christ as an historical
reality. And what evidence actually exists
for that eminently extraordinary claim?
None…Zero…Bupkis. ◾

