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 The Second Coming 
  The Devil imitates even our divine mysteries, 
    applying to the worship of idols those very 
   things of which Christ’s sacraments consists!
                             Tertullian

tHREE WISE MEN from the East came
to see the newborn savior, bearing him gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
   Born of a virgin on the 25th of December, 
the young deity would come to be known as 
‘The Good Shepherd’ and ‘The Light of the 
World,’ symbolized by a Lion and a Lamb. 
   Setting his mark upon the foreheads of his 
followers, the celibate god-man would 
embark on his earthly mission, preaching 
the virtues of moral behavior, good deeds 
and renunciation. Wandering the Holy Land, 
he would perform many wondrous miracles, 
healing the sick and even raising the dead.    
Ultimately, he would celebrate a Last  Supper 
with his twelve disciples and be crucified 
for the sake of mankind’s salvation.
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   His body would be placed in a rock tomb, 
and on the third day of Passover he would 
ascend into heaven, from which he would 
watch over the faithful until Judgment Day, 
when the dead would be miraculously 
resurrected to join him in eternal Paradise.
   Sound familiar?…
   His name was Mithras.
   The cult of Mithras (Mithra in Roman) 
originated in ancient Persia nearly 2000 
years before the purported birth of Jesus 
Christ, and spread rapidly, reaching the 
ancient Roman world about 75 BCE—to 
ultimately become the most widespread and 
popular religion in the Roman Empire 
during the time of Jesus.
   In fact, for the first few centuries of 
Christianity—up until the fateful adoption 
of the religion by Constantine (a devotee of 
Mithra) in 313 CE—Mithraism was the 
upstart new religion’s chief competitor.



   The cult of Mithras held Sunday as its 
holy day, observed the sacred rituals of 
baptism and eucharist, incorporated in its 
doctrine a Holy Trinity and belief in heaven 
and hell, and had priests (called magi), 
monks, nuns, bishops and even popes (or 
‘Fathers’) seated in Rome, all long before 
Christianity was invented. 
   The ruins of hundreds of Mithraic temples 
are scattered throughout the former Roman 
Empire, predating the earliest Christian 
churches by many centuries. Mithraic ruins 
have even been excavated beneath the 
existing Christian edifices on Vatican Hill, 
proof that it was a center of Mithraism long 
before it became a Christian one. 
   Coincidentally, at the time Paul of Tarsus 
was formulating all the major tenets of 
Christian dogma, his hometown just 
happened to be the most important center of 
Mithraism! Tarsus—located in present day 
Turkey—was in fact the birthplace of both 
Mithraism and Christianity.
   The official ‘biography’ of Jesus of 
Nazareth is little more than an elaborate 
cut-and-paste job, borrowing shamelessly 
not only from Mithraism, but from the life 
stories of virtually every god or savior 
figure in the vast pantheon of his time. 
   From his birth on the Winter solstice (like 
innumerable other sun gods like ancient 
Egypt’s Osiris) to his ‘Last Supper’ with his 
12 disciples (representing the 12 signs of 
the pagan zodiac) and his dramatic death 
and resurrection (like the Greek god Attis), 
virtually every noteworthy incident in 
Jesus’s life has striking counterparts in the 
Old Testament, ancient Egyptian religion, 
paganism, and other pre-Christian sources. 
   Nearly all of the parables and sayings 
attributed to Jesus were commonplace long 
before his time, culled from Jewish scripture 
and the writings of neo-Platonic and Stoic 
philosophers like Philo and Seneca.

   But most essential to the Christian 
deception was the subversion of ancient 
pagan gods and iconography, an effort 
which reached its zenith at the Council of 
Toledo in 447. Called by Pope Leo I to take 
up the thorny issue of demonic powers, the 
Council transformed the ancient pagan goat-
god Pan—joyful and beloved god of nature, 
music, and lust—into “a monstrous appari-
tion with horns on its head, cloven hooves, 
an immense phallus and sulfurous smell.” 
    In other words: the Devil.
   The Devil’s similarity to a bull was hardly 
coincidental: the most important Mithraic 
ritual was the sacrifice of a bull—emulating 
Mithra’s legendary slaying of a bull (the 
constellation Taurus)—widely depicted in 
art throughout the Roman Empire.
   St. Jerome was just one among many 
theologians, historians, and philosophers of 
the time who remarked on the widespread 
popularity of Mithraism, as the final, most 
refined form of pre-Christian paganism. 
In fact, the similarities between Christianity 
and Mithraism were so extraordinary that 
early church fathers like St. Augustine felt 
compelled to address the issue. 
   Unwilling to acknowledge the over-
whelming evidence that Paul had simply 
copied all the main ideas of Christianity 
from Mithraism, they claimed that 
Mithraism had somehow stolen its ideas 
from Christianity! When skeptics 
questioned how one religion could copy 
another that didn’t even exist until centuries 
after it’s inception, Christian apologists 
resorted to a now-familiar panacea: 
   They blamed the Devil.
   Obviously, the ever cunning Lucifer had 
conspired to mislead the gullible, by 
proactively taking on Jesus’s form in a 
much earlier savior figure called Mithras.
   The lesson of the story?…No one can deny 
that God works in mysterious ways! ◾


