
  civilization & its disk contents              by martin zamyatin        

 The End of History 
Peace is that brief glorious moment in history 

when everybody stands around reloading. 
Anonymous

FOR A CHRONICLE OF WHOLESALE 
murder, genocide, and armed conflict, it 
would be hard to beat the Christian Bible. 
   The Bible references the word smote—
usually meaning killed—no less than 229 
times, the earliest historically verifiable 
victims being the Amorites in the mid-18th 
century BC, as recorded in Genesis 14:7.
   By that time, however, the Amorites had 
already smote the Akkadians, and the 
Akkadians, under Sargon the Great, smote a 
long line of warlords and kings scattered 
throughout Mesopotamia in the 24th and 
23rd centuries BC, on their way to becoming 
the first recorded empire in world history. 
(The most notable of the smitten being the 
Sumerians, led by King Lugalzagesi.)        

          Mass, Ron Mueck (2017), photo: Sean Fennessey

   The most famous Amorite king was 
Hammurabi, who ruled the short-lived 
Babylonian Empire in the 18th century BC. 
Hammurabi built the backwater town of 
Babylon (Baghdad) into a world class city 
before going off in search of other lands to 
conquer, smiting in turn the Elamites, the 
Larsaites, the Eshnunnites, and the Mariotes.
   The Babylonian Empire broke up after the 
death of Hammurabi, and the Babylonians 
were smote in 1595 BC by the Hittites. 
The Hittites handed over the region to the 
Kassites, who ruled Babylon for a record 
400 years before being smote by the 
resurgent Elamites in the 12th century BC.  
   The Elamites were smote by the Assyrians, 
the Assyrians smote by the Achaemenids, 
and the Achaemenids smote by the great 
Macedonian king Alexander the Great. 
(You may begin to see a pattern forming.)   



   The Macedonians were smote by the 
Seleucids, and the Seleucids smote by the 
Parthians. (At this point we take a brief 
halftime break to switch from BC to AD—
in honor of a Palestinian rabble-rouser 
allegedly smote by the Romans in 33 AD.)  
   The Parthians were smote by the Sasanians 
in the epic battle of Hormozdgan in 224, 
and the Sasanians smote by the emerging 
Islamic Caliphates in the mid-7th century.
   Meanwhile, over in Europe, the Romans 
were smoting pretty much everyone in sight
—1.5 million alone in the century-long Punic 
Wars against Carthage—until the Western 
Roman Empire got corrupt and weak and 
was smote by the Huns, Goths, Vandals, and 
other barbarian tribes in the 5th century. 
(The Eastern Empire managed to last a bit 
longer—roughly a thousand years—until 
the Turks smote Constantinople in 1453.)
   In 1347, a fleet of ships from Asia docked 
in Sicily, most of their crews dead or dying. 
It was the start in Europe of the Black Plague, 
which smote an estimated 25 million people, 
fully a third of the continent’s population. 
(The clever Mongols facilitated the plague’s 
spread by catapulting infected bodies over 
the walls of the trading cities it besieged.)
   As every schoolboy knows, in 1492 
Columbus sailed the ocean blue, claiming 
the not-so-New World for the Spanish—
who immediately got down to work smoting 
the Aztecs and the Incas (12 million smote). 
The Portuguese smote a bunch of assorted 
Amazonian tribes, and the British, French, 
and Americans smote the Native Americans, 
in what was quite possibly the most thorough 
smoting in human history (est. 100 million).
   The British smote a whole lot of folks, an 
unfortunate necessity in the course of build-
ing the largest empire in world history—
over a quarter of the globe’s surface area.  

The aforementioned Mongols were runner- 
up, with history’s largest contiguous land 
empire, having smote most of Asia in the 
13th century. (The most populous empire, 
however, was China’s Qing Dynasty, which 

smote 50 million in the Taiping Rebellion 
and several other 19th century civil wars.)
   The French smote about 7 million in the 

Napoleonic Wars, one of a long series of 
religious and political conflicts from the 14th 
to 19th centuries (total: 25 million smote).
   The 20th century began with the Germans 
smoting the Belgians, Poles and Serbs, before 
getting smote themselves by the British and 
late-arriving Americans (20 million smote).
   Ignoring what was prematurely billed as 
‘The War to End All Wars’, the Germans 
recovered in no time at all, once again smot-
ing the Belgians, Poles and Serbs—as well as 
the Dutch, Danes, French and Norwegians. 
   The Russians smote the ‘Thousand Year 
Reich’ in a mere 4 years, with help from the 
English and Americans, who then smote the 
Japanese with a pair of world-class smoting 
devices. (Six-year total: 70 million smote.)
   Emboldened by back-to-back victories in 
Europe, the Americans smote the Koreans 
and Vietnamese (6 million smote). And then
—after perennial enemy Russia more or less 
smote itself—declared The End of History.
   But whatever it was for history, it certainly 
wasn’t the end for war. Circling back to 
where it all started, the Americans smote the 
Iraqis (twice) and the Afghanis—returning 
Baghdad to something resembling its pre-
Hammurabi condition (1 million smote).
   Fittingly, we’ll also end at the beginning, 
with a passage from the Bible’s Gospel of 
Matthew. Written almost two millennia ago, 
it still sounds every bit as relevant today: 
   Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
[but] be not troubled … the end is not yet. ◾


