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 The Offal Truth 
How can you have any pudding 

if you don't eat yer meat?
Pink Floyd, Another Brick in the Wall

NATION: JBS-LAND
FOUNDER: José Batista Sobrinho 
CAPITAL: São Paulo, Brazil
POPULATION: est. 240, 000 (employees)
GDP: $53 billion (revenues)

*****
Minutes of the Recent Board Meeting:
   The meeting opened with the Chairman 
welcoming back Wesley and Joesley Batista 
after their 6 month imprisonment vacation 
following the 2017 bribery unpleasantness. 
   The Chairman also congratulated the 
company’s skilled legal team,  who convinced 

the Superior Court that without the Batista 
Brothers’ expert management skills, the 
Covid pandemic would be in danger of 
“putting the national economy at risk.” 
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   No doubt referring to the spineless judges, 
Senor Sobrinho pointed out the irony in the 
name of the investigation which led to the 
company’s record $3.2 billion fine: Operation 
Weak Flesh—a typically witty remark from 
our elderly founder, eliciting much laughter.
   A statement was then read from our former 
IT Dept. apologizing for the recent ransom-
ware attack which shut down our North 
American operations, costing us several days 
of production and $11 million in Bitcoin.
   The department noted that the FBI had 
identified the Russian hackers responsible, 
and were “working diligently to bring them 
to justice.” (This remark resulted in another 
hearty round of laughter from the Board.)
  The Board then read a report on the recent 
media tour at one of our 150 meatpacking 
plants, where we slaughter 77, 0 0 0 cows, 
116, 0 0 0 pigs, and 13 million chickens a day.



The manager dubbed the tour an unqualified 
success, having restricted access to the more 
ghastly parts of the plant for ‘visitor safety.’
   After quickly passing by one particularly 
unsightly station on the production line—
the blood-spattered viscera table, where the 
cows are sliced open and their steaming 
guts drop out—one reporter inquired about 
the aforementioned kerfuffle, calling it 
“the biggest corruption scandal in history.” 
   Our quick-thinking manager replied that 
all of the 1, 8 2 9 ‘partners’ involved in the 

sale of tons of tainted meat over a 12-year 
period received generous compensation for 
their efforts—in fact, $250 million worth.
  Struggling to breathe in the fetid air and 
shouting to be heard above the din of the 
electric bone saws on the kill floor, another 
shameless, stinking reporter noted how 
decrepit the “rusted, filthy” production line 
was, compared to one at the new Ford auto 
assembly plant she had recently toured.    
   Unperturbed, our manager informed her 
that Henry Ford got “the whole assembly 
line idea” from Swift & Co. after sending an 
employee to spy on their Chicago meat-
packing operation in 1913—and that having 
acquired Swift in 2007, it’s fair to say that 
Ford stole the assembly line idea from JBS. 
(At this point Sr. Sobrinho quipped, “For us, 
though, it’s more of a dis-assembly line!” )
  At one point some idiot accidentally tripped 
the switch stopping the line, an action which 
costs us $10, 0 0 0 a minute. (Which explains 
why it only happens after a really bad acci-
dent, like the 4 deaths at our plants in 2014.) 
   One of those meddling animal lovers from 
PETA must have infiltrated the group, as he 
couldn’t resist pointing out how much 
children loved cows, and would be horrified 
if they saw the conditions under which they 
are turned into hamburger and sirloin steak.

   Our manager replied that kids very well 
might like cows, but that most people liked 
them best “dead and on their dinner plate.” 
Reminding the group that the killing chute
—where the cows have a steel bolt exploded 
into their heads—was designed by none 
other than humane livestock expert Temple 

Grandin, he patiently explained how they 
need to be alive when they have their necks 
sliced open, so that their still-beating hearts 
can help drain the blood from their bodies.
  Another reporter decried the meat industry’s 
contribution to deforestation, habitat loss, 
global warming, pollution, hunger, disease, 
pandemics, antibiotic resistance, worker 
exploitation—and well, pretty much every 
global problem you could possibly name.
   Our manager replied that JBS is well aware 
that the production of meat has been called 
‘the most destructive technology on Earth’ 
and giving up eating meat is the single most 
effective thing a person can do for the planet, 
but let’s not forget that meat is “an excellent 
source of protein in a well balanced diet.”
  At that point, the Chairman said he’d heard 
quite enough about the media tour, and went 
on to address other pressing matters—in 
particular the need to do whatever it takes to 
maintain our position as the world’s largest 
butcher meat producer, even if it meant 
“beefing up our new vegan meat brand and 
replacing all our workers with robots.” 
   In conclusion, he repeated that he simply 
would not stand for a repeat of JBS-USA’s 
dismal 2nd-from-last-place ranking last year 
among all U.S. companies in worker safety. 
   Sr. Sobrinho suddenly woke up and began 
telling some sort of sick joke about that poor 
fellow who fell into a vat of acid at one of our 
plants in 2021, whereupon the Chairman 
called for a brief moment of silence, and 
then abruptly adjourned the meeting. ◾


