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 Amazing Disgrace 
 Saints should always be judged guilty 

until they are proved innocent. 
George Orwell, 1949

tHE CAMPAIGN TO MAKE ANJEZE 
Gnocchi Bojaxhiu—alias Mother Teresa—
a saint began, some would say, while the 
subject was still alive and kicking. By the 
time she died in 1997 at the age of 87, her 
canonization was foregone conclusion.
   The process of sanctification in the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church is a long and 
laborious process, the first step of which is 
beatification. Prior to Mother Teresa, a 
person couldn’t be nominated for 
beatification until five years after their 
death, but Pope John Paul II nominated 
Teresa in 1997, only a year post mortem.   
   John Paul II beatified her in 2003, and 
‘Mother Teresa of Calcutta’ was canonized 
as a saint by Pope Francis in 2016.
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   In order to be declared a saint, the person 
in question must first be proven to have 
performed two miracles. In Mother Teresa’s 
case, they were both transparently fraudulent.
   In the first, a Bengali woman named 
Monica Besra claimed that a beam of light 
emerged from a picture of Mother Teresa, 
curing her of a cancerous tumor. The only 
problem was, had he been consulted, her 
doctor could have provided evidence that 
not only wasn’t her tumor cancerous, but 
she was cured through a routine course of 
prescription medicine. (Bara’s own husband 
called the ‘miracle’ a hoax and the hospital 
possessing her medical records confessed to 
being pressured to withhold them.)
   This bogus miracle was not without deadly 
consequences, either, bestowing the pope’s 
endorsement on the many ‘faith healers’ that 
still bedevil India and other poor countries.



   Teresa’s second miracle involved a 
Brazilian man who claimed to be cured of 
brain tumors after a priest prayed for 
Mother Teresa’s intervention with God.
(Like so much about religious belief, this 
‘miracle’ was impossible to disprove.)
    Putting aside whether or not Teresa met 
the Church’s conditions for sainthood, the 
Albanian-born nun and missionary certainly 
wasn’t someone worthy of the honor. 
Volunteers who worked at Mother Teresa’s 
clinic in Calcutta (renamed Kolkata in 2001) 
have testified to the abysmal conditions 
under which her patients were kept. 
   Despite Missionaries of Charity—which 
operates homes, orphanages and schools in 
over 100 countries—receiving millions of 
dollars in donations as a result of Mother 
Teresa’s global fundraising efforts, the 
organization’s hospices lacked even simple 
modern medicines or medical equipment.    
   Nutritional needs were deficient, no 
diagnoses were undertaken, and people with 
terminal ailments were routinely left to die 
in terrible agony, with aspirin as the only 
painkiller made available to them.
   Like the tortures endured by victims of the 
Inquisition—intended to bring the victims 
closer to God—Mother Teresa believed 
strongly that the sick must suffer like Christ 
on the cross, and that regardless of its cause, 
their suffering was a ‘gift from God.’ And 
yet, Teresa had a pacemaker, and when she 
herself required treatment for a heart 
condition, she didn’t hesitate to travel to 
California to seek advanced medical care.
   Ironically, Teresa’s endorsement of the 
Church’s dogmatic view toward abortion, 
contraception, and divorce, caused her 
spend her entire life opposed to the 
emancipation of women from bondage to 
compulsory reproduction, known to be the 
only real long term solution to poverty. 

(When AIDS was decimating Africa in the 
1980s, Teresa called the disease “just 
retribution for improper sexual conduct.”)
   Donations earmarked for charitable relief 
were often transferred by Teresa to a secret 
Vatican Bank account, to use as the Church 
saw fit. An independent audit in 1991 
determined that of the roughly $100 million 
dollars raised by Mother Teresa’s 
promotional efforts—travelling around the 
world on a private jet donated by corrupt 
financier Charles Keating—less than 7% 
actually went toward charitable efforts.
   The Vatican continues to benefit from 
Mother Teresa’s canonization, receiving 
“countless” donations in her name, 
according to its Superior General. (The 
official refuses to disclose the sum, stating 
only that “God knows. He is our banker.”)
   As one reviewer of Christopher Hitchens’ 
scathing 1995 critique of Mother Teresa, 
The Missionary Position, wrote, “her love 
for the poor is curiously detached from 
every expectation or even desire for the 
betterment of their mortal lot.” 
   In fact, the sole purpose of Mother 
Teresa’s work was simply to baptize as 
many people as possible in order to expand 
the membership and influence of the 
Catholic Church. To advance this goal, she 
routinely ordered nurses at her clinics to 
secretly baptize dying people without their 
consent—including Hindus, Muslims, 
Atheists and other non-Christians.
   Despite supporting and accepting 
donations from some of the worst warlords 
of the late 20th Century—notably Haitian 
dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier—Teresa was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. 
   As Hitchens charitably said of Teresa at 
her canonization hearing, “She may or may 
not comfort the afflicted, but she has never 
been known to afflict the comfortable.” ◾


