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 God’s Marines 
Even if my own father were a heretic, 
I would gather the wood to burn him. 

Gian Carafa, the future Pope Paul IV, 1542

tHE citizenry of Rome rejoiced in 1534 
when Clement VII was succeeded by Paul 
III, the first hometown pope in a century. 
No doubt many of them lived to regret it.  
   Born Allesandro Farnese, Paul was made 
a cardinal under the influence of his sister, 
Giulia, the mistress of Pope Alexander VI. 
Paul was thereafter mockingly referred to as 
(roughly translated) ‘Cardinal Pussy.’
   Not content with the abundant perquisites 
of the papacy, it is said that Paul poisoned 
his mother and niece to gain control of his 
family’s fortune. To settle an argument over 
a theological point, he hacked to death two 
cardinals and a bishop. Rome’s greatest- 
ever pimp, he kept kept 45, 0 0 0 prostitutes, 
each required to pay him a monthly tribute.         

Miracles of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Peter Paul Rubens, 1617

   Paul was accused of “horrible patricides, 
thefts, sorceries, treacheries, tyrannies, incest 
and unparalleled whoredoms,” but simply 
establishing the Roman Inquisition would 
have been enough for any ordinary pope. 
   While the Spanish Inquisition has a much 
greater hold on the popular imagination, the 
Roman Inquisition—established by Paul in 
1542 to eradicate Protestant heresy—was 
far more powerful and enduring. Modelled 
on the Spanish version but under the direct 
control of the pope, the Roman Inquisition 
caused the murder of tens of thousands of 
people and the persecution of countless more. 

*****
   In 1540,  Ignatius of Loyola founded the 
Society of Jesus with the approval of Paul 
III. The Jesuits are often referred as ‘God’s 
Marines’ because of Ignatius’s military 
background, the order’s strict discipline, and 
their mission to act as ‘soldiers for God’. 



   The Jesuits have a long and controversial 
history, marred by frequent interference in 
civil governments and monarchies and 
persecution of other religions in an effort to 
expand the boundaries and influence of the 
Catholic Church, particularly in Spanish and 
Portuguese territories in the New World.
   Jesuits played a major part in the Crusades, 
the Inquisition, and widespread massacres 
of Protestants in Ireland and France, and 
were instrumental in bringing Hitler into 
power. (In fact, Hitler, a Catholic, expressly 
modelled his secret police on the military 
structure and hierarchy of the Jesuit order.)  
   Under intense political pressure from civil 
authorities and monarchies, Pope Clement 
XIV abolished the Jesuits in 1773, and 
many suspected his death nine months later 
was caused by a Jesuit plot to poison him. 
(The order was restored in 1814 by Pius VII.) 
   Despite declining numbers in recent years, 
the Jesuits remain the largest religious order 
in the Catholic Church. The current pope, 
Francis, is the first Jesuit pope in history.

*****
   Paul III was succeeded by Julius III, who 
spent most of his reign residing in Villa 
Giulia, the luxurious palace he built for 
himself by plundering the Vatican treasury.
   Paul’s reign was marked by scandals, 
most notably the elevation to cardinal of his 
lover, a teenaged beggar name Innocenzo, 
who had worked as servant in the family 
residence. (Innocenzo’s primary household 
duty had been to tend to the family’s pet 
monkey, resulting in a joke among the 
Romans that his cardinal’s hat was a reward 
for taking care of the pope’s ‘monkey.’)
   Julius was succeeded in 1555 by the 
feeble Marcellus II, who expired after only 
22 days in office, apparently due to the 
pressures of his conclave and coronation.

   Marcellus was succeeded by Paul III’s 
brutal Inquisitor General from the powerful 
Carafa family, who took the name Paul IV.  
   As a cardinal, Carafa had ben instrumental 
in persuading Paul III to establish the 
Roman Inquisition. Like the volcano that 
the Neapolitan was born under, Paul IV was 
prone to violent eruptions, directed mainly 
toward Jews, heretics and women. (Woe to 
you if you were a heretical Jewish woman!) 
   Paul confined the ‘Christ-killing’ Jews in 
Rome to a flood-prone ghetto, forced them 
to wear distinctive yellow hats, forbid them 
to trade in anything except food and second-
hand clothing, and destroyed most of their 
synagogues. His bull Cum nimis absurdum 
was a landmark of anti-semitism, providing 
a virtual handbook for Hitler 400 years later. 
   Paul’s tyrannical rule did little to endear 
him to the Romans, and when he died in 
1559, a mob toppled his statue and cast its 
decapitated head into the Tiber. His night-
time burial was accompanied by armed 
guards, lest his corpse endure a similar fate.
   Paul was succeeded by Giovanni Medici, 
from the Milanese branch of the famous 
banking family, who took the name Pius IV.
Pius’s first public act was to pardon the 
participants in the riot following Paul IV’s 
death and to bring to trial two of Paul’s 
nephews for abuses of power. (One was 
later strangled and another beheaded.)
   Antonio Ghislieri succeeded Pius IV in 
1566, taking the imaginative name Pius V. 
He continued wearing the white of his 
Dominican order, a ‘habit’ some credit with 
setting a fashion precedent for future popes. 
   His former cardinal red would have been 
more practical, however. Pius had been Paul 
IV’s Inquisitor General, and he continued to 
personally attend blood-spattered torture 
sessions throughout his pontificate. ◾


