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Suffer Little Children 
Jesus said, Suffer little children, 

and forbid them not, to come unto me. 
Matthew 19:14

tHE GERMAN CARDINAL JOSEPH 
Ratzinger was elected to succeed John Paul 
II in 2005, taking the name Benedict XVI.    
   Known informally as ‘God's Rottweiler’ 
for his two decades as reactionary head of 
the Congregation for the Propagation of the 
Faith (a rebranding of the Inquisition), 
Ratzinger was not an unanimously popular 
choice among the conclave, but it was 
rumored that reservations about his election 
were qualmed by assurances that he would 
relax his hardline stance once in office.
   On the contrary, however, Benedict’s  
pontificate was largely devoted to advancing 
the most conservative elements of the 
Church, like the militant Opus Dei, and 
rolling back the liberal reforms Vatican II.                

                            Frank Roeder, Global Look Press

   Condemning even these moderate reforms 
as “wild excesses”, Benedict reaffirmed the 

Church’s opposition to homosexuality 
(“intrinsically evil”), contraception 
(“morally unacceptable”), abortion, 
euthanasia, materialism, and what he called 
the “general moral laxity” of modern life.                            
   In 2013, Benedict became the first pope 
since 1294 to voluntarily resign. Claiming 
he lacked the strength at age 85 to carry out 
his duties, many observers suspected what 
he actually lacked strength for was dealing 
with the Church’s escalating sex scandal 
crisis, which he was deeply implicated in.
   Other explanations for his premature 
retirement ranged from a money-laundering 
scandal at the Vatican Bank to a leak of 
secret documents to the press exposing 
widespread corruption within the Vatican.  



  Groups in support of victims of priestly 
pedophilia reacted bitterly to the pope’s 
resignation and subsequent disappearance 
from public life, viewing it as an attempt to 
escape responsibility for his failures. 
   In 2019, Benedict emerged from retire-
ment to explain that the rampant pedophilia 
in the Catholic Church was actually the 
result of Vatican II’s liberal reforms and the 
“rampant sexual freedom” of the1960s.
   The claim was patently absurd, in that 
pedophilia had existed at the highest levels 
of the Church almost since its inception.
   In fact, the first historically acknowledged 
pedophile pope was the 4th century Pope 
Damasus I—who abandoned his wife to 
oversee Rome’s multitude of brothels—and 
historians record at least 16 other pedophiles 
who sat in the throne of St. Peter, the most 
recent being the 16th century pope Julius III. 
(Ironically, one of the most notorious of 
these popes was Benedict XVI’s eleventh 
century namesake, Benedict IX, whose 
penchant for young boys was legendary.)
   The list is also no doubt incomplete: 
Beginning with the Inquisition in the 
mid-16th century, the Church embarked on 
a systematic campaign to cover up crimes of 
a sexual nature committed by its clerics.
   Benedict’s immediate predecessor, John 
Paul II, put this policy in writing in 2002, 
mandating that all charges against priests 
were to be reported secretly to the Vatican 
and all hearings were to be held in private. 
(John Paul went to his grave refusing to meet 
with victims, and never voicing an apology 
for the Church’s crimes and cover-ups.)
   Following the lead of the self-proclaimed 
‘infallible’ popes, lesser clerics considered 
themselves untouchable under civil law, 
with the result that it was commonplace for  
priests to have multiple wives and mistresses. 

   Even during periods when celibacy was 
strictly enforced, it invariably resulted not 
only in widespread pedophilia, but in a 
marked increase in incest, prostitution, and 
all manner of other immoral behavior.
  Rather than being confined to “a few bad 
apples” within the priesthood—as Ratzinger 
had repeatedly insisted—sexual corruption 
has been a systematic, historically persistent 
feature of the Roman Catholic Church.
  As with written accusations against priests 
that were passed to the 4th century Christian 
emperor Constantine and burnt without him 
even reading them, most charges never even 
reach the higher levels within the Church. 
  But Benedict of all people could hardly 
claim ignorance, simply because of his 
position as head of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, the institution 
specifically charged with investigating 
claims of sexual abuse within the Church. 
(In 2010, it came to light that Ratzinger had 
personally provided protection for several 
of the worst predator priests among the tens 
of thousands who had been charged.)
   The inescapable fact is that for all his moral 
preaching, when he had the power as pope 
to curb the moral abuses that were rampant 
within the clergy, ‘God’s Rottweiler’ was 
reluctant to bark, let alone bite.
   A compulsory member of the Hitler Youth 
as a teenager, to his credit, Benedict was the 
first pope to visit Auschwitz. But somehow 
he almost forgot to mention the Jews, 
instead casting his fellow Germans and 
Christians as the real victims of Hitler’s 
fanaticism. “Why, Lord, did you remain 
silent?”, the pope implored. “How could 
you tolerate all this [evil]?” 
   Benedict might well have asked himself—
along with many of his 264 predecessors—
the exact same question. ◾


