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Death Star 
There are some potential catastrophic 

events that must be considered.
Internal Exxon Climate Study, 1982
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*****
Board of Directors Meeting, May 27, 2016 
CEO Tillerson: Well, everybody, we seem 
to have gotten through this week’s AGM 
with our asses intact, with all ten resolutions 
related to climate change voted down. 
   But before we all go home for the week-
end to celebrate, our new board member 
Angela here is from the insurance business 
and doesn’t know diddly squat about the 
climate change mess, so Darren, why don’t 
you bring her up to speed for us?

President Woods: Sure thing, Rex.
   In November of last year, Angela, a bunch 
of hacks at a rag called Inside Climate News 
published a series of investigative reports 
alleging that Exxon conducted cutting-edge 
climate research decades ago, and then after 
burying the results, pumped tens of millions 
of dollars into the climate change denial 
movement in order to manufacture doubt 
about the scientific consensus that our own 
scientists had already confirmed.
   Now, it looked like the whole thing would 
blow over after a month or two of bad PR, 
until the U.S. Attorney General launched a 
federal racketeering investigation, comparing 
what happened to the big tobacco company 
coverup in the 1950s. Now the New York 
A.G. has subpoenaed us to surrender 
documents to the Justice Department and 
even the goddamn FBI is on our ass.
Angela Braley: Are the allegations true?



Tillerson: Well, yeah, of course. But these 
guys are just ambulance chasers, Angie. You 
really think they care about the climate? 
So what if we knew everything there was to 
know about climate change 30 years ago 
and didn’t tell anybody. We paid for the 
damn research, didn’t we? If we wanted to 
keep it to ourselves, well, sorry not sorry.        
   I started out as an engineer here and as far 
as I’m concerned, this whole climate thing 
is an engineering problem, and it will have 
an engineering solution….Anyway, Legal, 
what are we doing about this court order?
Legal: Well, for starters, sir, a data dump. 
We’ve got an 18-wheeler loaded with a 
million irrelevant documents headed over to 
Justice, with plenty more to come. It’ll take 
Lynch years to sift through all those files!
Tillerson: O.K., great start. What else?
Legal: We’ve got another ex-director of the 
Woods Hole Ocean Lab joining the Board in 
February. That should shut up all those 
treehuggers who claim we don’t care about 
the environment up here in the ‘God pod.’
Woods: I don’t really care for the name 
‘Woods Hole,’ but I gotta admit, that worked 
like a charm after the Exxon Valdez thing.
Tillerson: You guys in Legal are geniuses. 
Our appeals got the Alaska payout pared 
down to just 500 mil, saving us $6 billion. 
…By the way, thanks to those clowns over 
at BP, the Exxon Valdez barely makes the 
Top 10 anymore. After Deepwater Horizon, 
11 million gallons is a drop in the bucket!
Public Affairs: Meanwhile, I’ll put it out to 
the press that we fully support a carbon tax. 
Everybody knows that’s D.O.A. in Congress, 
but it’ll give us a good talking point. 
Tillerson: Sounds good, Dick. By the way, 
Dick Keil here is joining Hill & Knowlton
—you know, the guys who defended Big 
Tobacco?…We’re gonna miss you, Dick.

   You know, this is all the fault of that hebe 
Marvin Glaser in Environmental Affairs. 
Our 1982 climate model projected that unless 
fossil fuel use was drastically cut, there’d be 
400 ppm of CO2 in the air by 2010, and our 
lab guys calculated that could raise global 
temperatures enough to cause “catastrophic 
and potentially irreversible” damage.
   Now, obviously that report should have 
gone straight into the shredder. But then 
Glaser hands this 43-page climate ‘primer’ 
to 15 executives, labelled Confidential…
Yeah, right! Have you ever tried to keep 15 
managers from blabbing to every Tom Dick 
and Harry at the next company gathering? 
   I could have summed up all 43 pages in 
just two words: We’re screwed.  Meeting 
recommended CO2 concentrations would 
mean leaving 80% of our proven oil reserves 
in the ground, which obviously wasn’t 
going to happen, since reserves are what our 
entire market valuation is based on. We’re 
the largest publicly-traded oil company in 
the world, and I aim to keep it that way.
Legal: Sir, I’m not sure—after the Louisiana 
and Torrance refinery explosions, the Santa 
Barbara thing, and all the pipeline ruptures, 
oil spills and other bad PR—that we’ll be 
able to litigate our way out of this one. 
Tillerson: How’s my parachute looking?
Accounting: Golden, sir. If you left at the 
end of this year, I estimate your severance 
package would total about $180 million.
Tillerson: What the hell!? Lee Raymond 
got 400 million!…Oh well, Renda’s been 
nagging me to spend more time out at the 
ranch with her and the horses—and besides, 
rumor has it that if that moron Trump gets 
elected in November, he’s got me tipped for 
Secretary of State. Forbes didn’t name me 
the 25th most powerful person in the world 
last year for nothing, you know. ◾


