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  Stupid Things 
  Facts are stupid things. 

Ronald Reagan, 1988

A LTHOUGH LONG DISMISSED AS A 
conspiracy theory, the ‘October Surprise’—
the claim that the Reagan campaign made a 
secret deal with Iran to delay the release of 
American hostages until after the 1980 
election, dooming Jimmy Carter’s reelection 
chances—was proven to have actually 
occurred by documents released in 2020.      
   Elected largely on his pledge to radically 
cut government expenditures, as president 
Reagan instead went on an unprecedented 
spending binge, adding more federal debt 
than had accumulated in the nation’s entire 
previous history. Reagan’s economic plan, 
(called ‘Reaganomics’ by supporters and 
‘voodoo economics’ by critics) was based 
on the theory that the government could 
lower taxes but still increase spending.                                                                
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As a result, during his eight years in office, 
Reagan turned the world’s largest creditor 
nation into the world’s largest debtor nation. 
   Reagan slashed social programs (with a 
particular antipathy toward people he called 
‘welfare queens’) but splurged on weapons, 
initiating the largest peacetime arms buildup 
in U.S. history—including an expensive, 
unworkable, and destabilizing nuclear 
missile shield critics dubbed ‘Star Wars.’  
    Despite his campaign rhetoric about the 
opportunity of all citizens to live the 
‘American Dream’ and his former 
experience as a union leader, Reagan fired 
11, 000 striking air traffic controllers in 
1981, crippling the ability of workers to 
negotiate for better wages and accelerating 
the decline of the U.S. labor movement. 
(35% at its peak, barely 10% of the 
American work force is unionized  today.)



   Only two days after a terrorist attack in 
October 1983 killed 241 U.S. Marines he 
had stationed in Beirut, Lebanon, Reagan 
launched an illegal invasion of the tiny 
Caribbean island of Grenada, justifying the 
action on the phony claim that U.S. students 
there were in imminent danger of hostage-
taking. (The timing of the raid inevitably 
raised suspicion that it was intended to 
divert attention from the Beirut disaster.)
   The CIA had been meddling in Grenada’s 
politics ever since mildly socialist Maurice 
Bishop took power in a 1979 coup. (Bishop 
apparently set a bad example,  promoting 
free healthcare and school lunches.) 
   Six days after Bishop was overthrown by 
a military junta, Reagan deployed 7,600 
U.S. troops to the island in an air, land and 
sea assault which overran 1500 Grenadan 
soldiers and the 600 Cuban construction 
workers defending the island with shovels.                                              
   94 Grenadians and Cubans were killed, 
along with 19 U.S. Marines. Almost half the 
deaths were due to friendly fire, accidents, 
or incompetence in the poorly planned 
mission, with U.S. soldiers forced to rely on 
tourist maps for navigation and strategy.
   New elections held on Granada in 1984 
installed a right-wing government more 
acceptable to the U.S., after which Grenada 
was free to sink back into poverty, a haven 
for money laundering, tax evasion and fraud. 
   Reagan’s delay in responding to the AIDS 
pandemic in the early 1980s caused 
thousands of unnecessary deaths. When he 
finally addressed the issue in 1986, as 
deaths were doubling annually, he proposed 
cuts in funding for research on the disease.
   Reagan lied about his involvement in the 
Iran-Contra scandal, in which profits from 
arms illegally sold to Iran were used to 
support right-wing Nicaraguan terrorists. 

(Reagan called the counter-insurgents “the 
moral equivalent of our Founding Fathers.”) 
   Reagan was famous for once joking 
during a microphone check, “I'm pleased to 
tell you today that I've signed legislation 
that will outlaw Russia forever. We begin 
bombing in five minutes.” (The quip, stated 
in all seriousness, caused the Russians to 
put their nuclear defenses on high alert.)
   Reagan’s plan to deploy nuclear missiles 
in Europe and his persistent anti-Soviet 
rhetoric caused a 1983 NATO war game to 
be mistaken as cover for an first-strike 
attack, nearly triggerring World War III.   
   Reagan is credited to this day with ending 
the Cold War, despite Soviet archival 
evidence that he more likely prolonged it. 
(In fact, by the time Reagan entered the 
White House, the Soviet economy had 
stagnated and it was becoming obvious even 
to Russian leaders that communism had 
failed and a new system was needed.)
   Despite being called the ‘Great 
Communicator’, Reagan’s frequent gaffes,  
misstatements of fact, and outright lies 
fuelled suspicion that he suffered from 
advancing senility, especially in the later 
years of his two-term presidency.
   In reality, Reagan’s every word and action 
was carefully scripted in advance, with his 
Chief of Staff later noting that the former 
Hollywood actor had been “learning his 
lines, composing his facial expressions, and 
hitting his toe marks for half a century.”
   Reagan once commented that in the acting 
profession, one “must spend at least half his 
waking hours in fantasy.” An avid believer 
in astrology and Biblical prophecy—who 
often presented as facts things that had only 
happened in his prior movie roles—one 
might be forgiven for thinking that Reagan 
spent fully all of his waking hours there. ◾  


