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Carnage a Trois 
The future is now.
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*****
   Welcome, everyone to the 18th Biennial 
Dubai Airshow, The Future of the 
Aerospace Industry!…I’m Sheikh Yerbouti, 
and I’ll be your host this year for the 
traditional Tarmac Tour and Flying Display.   
   This year’s exhibition hosts nearly 400 
companies, headlined by the perennial 
industry ‘Big 3’: Lockheed Martin, Boeing 
Aerospace, and Raytheon Technologies.
   These three powerhouses of death and 
destruction earned a combined total of over 
$190 billion dollars in 2021, the last year 
they were required to disclose revenues.

  By the way, that’s yours truly back in 
2021, with the F-22 Raptor fifth generation, 
all-weather stealth fighter, jointly developed 
by Lockheed Martin and Boeing, and 
armed to the teeth with Medium-Range Air-
to-Air Missiles manufactured by Raytheon. 
(Yes, folks, you heard me right: this ‘all-
weather’ airplane even flies in the rain!)
   Speaking of missiles, as you know, the 
F-22 was something of a bomb. Only 195 
were built—at an eye-watering cost of $334 
million each—before it was replaced by the 
Lockheed Martin F-35. (So far, at least 10 
F-22s and F-35s have crashed, so I sure as 
hell hope we don’t rack up #11 here today.)
   Let’s take a stroll down the runway now 
and see what’s on deck for this year. 
(Industry professionals only, please! If you 
only have a Skyview ticket, get your ass 
back up to the grandstand to watch.)



   Apart from the F-22 and F-35, we have 
almost 200 aircraft on display this year, 
everything from heavy bombers and stealth 
fighters to workhorses like Boeing’s C-17 
Globemaster transport. (And yes, we also 
have some of those boring commercial 
aircraft, but just try to ignore them, OK? 
We Saudis don’t need no stinking 737 Max.)
   Like it has every year since 2009, 
Lockheed Martin once again tops the charts, 
with over $65 billion in annual revenues.
   As the world’s largest arms importers, 
we Saudis have a particular fondness for 
Lockheed, since it had no problem paying 
$106 million in bribes (I mean commissions) 
to our infamous arms dealer, Adnan 
Khashoggi, in the 1970s. (By the way, don’t 
confuse Adnan with his traitor nephew, 
Jamal, that guy who accidentally fell into a 
vat of acid after cutting himself shaving.)
   The never-ending Ukraine War, of course, 
has given a huge boost to all weapons 
makers, but especially Lockheed and 
Raytheon, with their Javelin anti-tank and 
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles and drones, 
perfect for blowing up all that obsolete 
hardware on both sides of the conflict. 
Both companies’ stock posted double-digit 
gains in early 2022, with no end in sight. 
   Over 80% of Lockheed’s revenues come 
from the U.S. taxpayer (I mean government), 
so the company needs unending war and 
political instability just to continue to exist. 
No worries: Half of the $14 trillion spent by 
the Pentagon since the 2001 U.S. invasion 
of Afghanistan has gone to corporations like 
Lockheed, Boeing, and Raytheon.
   Lockheed has also received over $2.5 
billion from the Pentagon to develop 
hypersonic weapons out at their famous 
‘Skunkworks’, but we’ll probably just go 
with existing Chinese or  Russian models.

   There goes a flyby of General Dynamics 
F-16s—almost 50 year old technology now 
but still better than most of the junk you’ll 
see on offer here today. (General Dynamics
—along with Northrop Grumman and BAE 
Systems—is a perennial runner-up in the 
weapons biz, but they mostly make tanks, 
and we can’t have tank treads trundling over 
our nice, freshly laid tarmac, now, can we?)
   Lockheed has proven to be an innovator, 
not just in technology, but more importantly 
these days, in wokeness. Starting in 2020, 
the company began sending white male 
executives to a three-day diversity-training 
program aimed at “encouraging them to 
atone for their white male privilege.” 
(That news alone may have convinced the 
Saudi goverment to purchase the company’s 
$15 billion THAAD missile defense system.)
   Boeing has been getting its lunch eaten by 
Airbus in the commercial aviation sector in 
recent years, but don’t forget that the 
company’s Aerospace unit is its most 
profitable division. (Maybe they should just 
stop trying to make commercial planes.)
   Boeing makes all sorts of cool weapons 
systems apart from the F-22 fighter jet, too, 
including Apache helicopters, Minuteman 
nuclear missiles, and lots and lots of bombs.
   Last but not least, we have Raytheon 
Technologies, formed when Raytheon 
gobbled up United Technologies in 2020.
Raytheon is the world’s largest producer of 
guided missiles, as well as a lot of neat 
electronics and navigation equipment that 
you aren’t going to get to see, because it’s 
stuffed inside all those planes here.
   Here comes one of Lockheed Martin’s 
awesome Blackhawk helicopters, descending 

precipitously directly over the grandstand.  
   Will you look at that!…It looks just like 
that famous scene in Blackhawk Down! ◾


