
  civilization & its disk contents               by martin zamyatin           
   

 Seven Seals 
And I looked, and behold a pale horse: 

and his name that sat on him was Death.
Revelation 6:8

A ND IT CAME TO PASS THAT MEN 
would toil to pull out the yellow rock from 
deep within the bowels of the Earth. In giant 
machines they ground it up into a powder, 
and having purified it with many strange 
elixirs, they called this powder Yellowcake.
   And the machines left great mountains of 
unclean dirt they called Tailings, and while 
stored within giant coffers of earth, still the 
Tailings did contaminate the air and water.
  And at once, as with the noise of thunder, 
an earthen dam in the place called Church 
Rock crumbled, and the vile mud burst forth, 
and laid waste the to the waters and the land 
for many generations, bringing sickness and 
death to the peoples who lived upon it. 
   And lo, the First Seal was opened.

   And when the Yellowcake was ready, it 
would be carried great distances away to a 
special place, and be transformed by the 
master Alchemists into an invisible Ether. 
And even as more power was given unto it, 
this Ether would at times also break free of 
its confinement, and sicken or slay those 
very men who had failed to subdue it. 
   And lo, the Second Seal was opened.
   And when the Ether was ready, it was sent 
across a great river to another place, where 
more machines would purify it, moving it in 
circles many times with a pair of balances 
in hand. And these machines were so great 
in number that the buildings housing them 
were the largest buildings ever built by men.  
   And the Ether having become even yet  more 
menacing, a hundred thousand men who 
labored at this endeavor would petition the 
Elders for alms for the ailments they endured.
   And lo, the Third Seal was opened.



   And when the purified Ether had reached 
the desired potency, it was changed by the 
Alchemists back into a powder, and pressed 
by other machines into pellets, it was placed 
inside long Rods made of a special metal.
   And it was found that among the cast-offs 
of this undertaking was another metal of the 
utmost density, which could serve as armor 
and be fired from cannons to destroy the 
metal chariots of the tribe’s many rivals. 
   And great care was taken not to lose any 
of the pellets, for enemies could steal them 
and forge weapons with which to kill with 
sword, and with hunger, and with death. 
   And lo, the Fourth Seal was opened.
   And after much gnashing of teeth, the 
metal Rods would be ready to betroth to the 
Burning Machines. And lo and behold, 
several hundreds of the great Machines had 
already been built by the richest of nations!
   And therein lurked another danger. For in 
the space of less than one human lifetime, 
oft-times men had lost control of these giant 
Machines, and many innocents had perished.
   And lo, the crippled Machines would burn 
hotter than the very interior of the Sun, and 
men feared they would melt like a burning 
candle down into the depths of Hell below!
   Indeed, at a place some called Wormwood, 
one Leviathan was destroyed in a monstrous 
cataclysm, casting fire and brimstone far 
into the sky. And the dreaded incense called 
Fallout spread far and wide, and the souls of 
them that were slain cried out for vengeance. 
   Again, to the East, the earth under the sea 
trembled and a giant wave inundated the land. 
And in that place a holy Triumvirate of the 
great Behemoths melted, and again the vile 
Fallout scattered to the ends of the Earth.   
   And even unto this day, none may return 
to these most wretched Forbidden Places!
   And lo, the Fifth Seal was opened.

   And verily, Prophets who had warned 
against hoarding the worn metal Rods in 
pools of water were in this manner redeemed. 
For although much of their fire had been 
consumed, the Rods were yet deadly to any 
man or woman that might encounter them. 
And if there was a great earthquake and 
their healing waters should be lost, a Plague 
would be unleashed with nary a Shroud to 
contain it. And yet, hundreds of such deadly 
Ponds were scattered throughout the world!
   And lo, the Sixth Seal was opened.
   The final vexation was the most troubling, 
for baptising the worn Rods in the healing 
waters was meant to be a momentary cure.    
   Plans were afoot to throw the the Rods 
and other unclean dregs into the sea or cast 
it into the earth, so that it might rest there for 
many Eons until at last its power was spent. 
   But it was wisely deemed that the oceans 
were too precious to further defile with 
man’s unwanted detritus, and no wizard had 
yet appeared who could forge an inviolable 
underground tomb for the Forsaken Things. 
(Though one would think that the creed’s 
zealots would have conquered this task 
before ever building the Infernal Machines!)
   And lo, the Seventh Seal was opened.

****
Silence in Heaven…
   And so white robes and scrolls were given 
unto them, that the Priests of Atom would 
preserve knowledge of the sacred Burial 
Places unto a thousand generations, reciting 
the Scriptures so that they not be molested.
   And the Idolaters, who merely to boil a few 
drams of water would burden a multitude of 
their descendants with this most onerous 
task, were indeed wise to seek Atonement! 
   Or failing in such Repentance, sought to 
hide themselves in the dens and rocks of the 
mountains in fear of being slain. ◾


