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War Without End
Who is all-powerful should fear everything.
Pierre Corneille, Cinna, 1640

A

STUDY BY THE COSTS OF WAR
project at Brown University in 2021
concluded that nearly a million deaths had
occurred in the U.S.-led post-9/11 wars in
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen
and other Middle Eastern countries.
Along with the tragic human cost, the
wars had a estimated total monetary price
tag of a staggering $8 trillion.
These numbers, already difficult for the
human mind to comprehend, don’t include
‘indirect’ deaths—i.e., those caused by war
related diseases and loss of access to food,
water, adequate health care, etc.—nor do
they include the cost of rebuilding destroyed
infrastructure, and thus are no doubt a vast
undercount of the true toll of these conflicts.

To cite just one example of ‘indirect’
deaths: Prior to the American occupation of
Afghanistan, opium poppy cultivation was
banned by the ruling Taliban. With the
Taliban temporarily routed by American
forces, the country was rapidly turned into
the world’s heroin factory, producing fully
85% of the global supply, much of which
ended up in the U.S. and Europe.
In Afghanistan—known historically as
‘the graveyard of empires’—America’s
panicked, chaotic withdrawal in 2021 left
billions of dollars in cash and advanced
military hardware behind, equipment that,
ironically, will no doubt be used against the
U.S. in future conflicts in the region.
Under the circumstances, one could be
forgiven for asking: What was the intended
goal of all this suffering and destruction?

Surely, it wasn’t to ‘bring democracy’ to
the region or to come to the aid of its people,
because without exception, the U.S. and its
European allies left these countries in far
worse shape than when they arrived. In fact,
the wars probably helped cause democracy
to wither at home, as wealth that was
wasted on weapons could have brought
desperately needed aid to America’s own
increasingly dispossessed population.
As to where all that wasted money wound
up, one need look no further than reports of
Afghanistan’s president fleeing the country
in a helicopter so overstuffed with cash that
much of it was left on pallets on the tarmac.
The greatest beneficiaries of this financial
largesse, however, can be found not in the
Middle East, but much closer to home.
Over half went to line the pockets of just
five military contractors: Lockheed Martin,
Boeing, Raytheon, General Dynamics, and
Northrop Grumman. And despite America’s
costly defeats in the Middle East, annual
Pentagon spending continues rising
inexorably every year. (Currently over $750
billion, it’s more than the rest of the top 10
highest countries spend combined.)
The inescapable conclusion is that U.S.
wars are not designed to be won, and
certainly not in any rush. On the contrary,
they are intended to last as long as possible,
as there is no real incentive to end them.
(America’s wars are fought mostly from the
air now, so American casualties are
kept to a publicly tolerable minimum.)
Wars are extremely profitable to the
corporations which provide the weapons,
fuel, vehicles, and mercenaries required to
fight them. The contracts stop only with the
cessation of fighting, regardless of whether
the outcome is considered a win or a loss
for any of the antagonists involved.

Meanwhile, the cost in ‘blowback’ from
these wars— fought with bombs and drones
against a largely unarmed civilian population
—is incalculable, but there can be no doubt
that the American style of war post-Vietnam
recruits its own future enemies en masse.
Viewed in this light, the wars were in fact
a resounding victory for the U.S., providing
a steady current and future revenue stream
for their intended corporate beneficiaries.
At least since Eisenhower’s famous
departing speech on the ‘military-industrial
complex’—which should now include also
the intelligence complex (ironically, the CIA
had its ‘golden age’ under Ike) as well as the
corporate-owned media—America has had
a permanent war economy, as dependent on
military spending as on the astronomically
increasing debt required to pay for it.
After 9/11, when Congress passed the
Authorization for the Use of Military Force,
presidents have invoked it in order to justify
at least 37 military interventions in 14
countries, all without a formal declaration
of war or prior public debate. (In fact, the
U.S. has been at war fully 222 out of the
nearly 250 years of its existence.)
The U.S. maintains at least 750 military
bases in 80 foreign countries and territories,
more than three times as many as all other
countries combined. (The exact number is
unknown, probably even to the Pentagon.)
As Edward Snowden wisely noted,
America’s current enemies can largely be
characterized as “fractious countries
composed of warring tribes, unable to form
an inclusive whole; unable to provide for
the general welfare or secure the blessings
of liberty to themselves and their posterity.”
“Today,” he said, “the country this
describes is Afghanistan, but tomorrow, it
might be our own.” ◾

