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Let Us Prey 
A vampire squid wrapped around the face of 

humanity, relentlessly jamming its blood 
funnel into anything that smells like money. 

Matt Taibbi on Goldman Sachs, 2009

NATION: GOLDMAN-SACHISTAN
FOUNDED: 1869, by Marcus Goldman
CAPITAL: New York, New York
GDP: $59.3 billion (2021 revenues)
NATIONAL MOTTO: Long term greedy.

*****
Goldman Sachs Executive Meeting:
   The following are leaked minutes from a 
meeting of senior executives at Goldman 
Sachs in July 2009, discussing how the 
company should respond to Matt Taibbi’s 
now-infamous article in Rolling Stone, 
‘The Great American Bubble Machine.’
Director Cohn: Guys, I think we should 
just ignore this schmuck. Any response we 
make will only give him more attention.

CEO Blankfein: We can’t do that, Gary. 
The media loves this guy. Trust me, they’ll 
spread this story from here to the Wailing 
Wall. We need to send out a rebuttal refuting 
all his major points…Anybody care to start?
Secretary Rogers: Well first off, I just 
checked Wikipedia, and actually, squids 
don’t have ‘blood funnels.’ So there’s that.
Blankfein: Good work, John. If he can get 
something as basic as that wrong, it casts 
doubt on the whole article…Anybody else?
Director Friedman: I’m gonna challenge 
his remark about you making over $100 
million in salary, stock and bonuses in 2006 
and 2007, just before the housing crisis hit. 
…Did the Board really vote for that? 
Blankfein: I’m afraid they did, Steve. 
And if anybody thinks my compensation 
package is exorbitant, just remind them that 
my nickname around here is Blank Check.



Rogers: Relax, guys. We just set aside 
$11.4 billion for bonuses. Nobody is gonna 
be selling their house in the Hamptons.
Cohn: The chutzpah of this Taibbi guy!… 
He claims Goldman is responsible for every 
financial bubble since the Great Depression!
Blankfein: Forget about all that. It’s history 
and Americans hate history. Believe me, I 
majored in it at Harvard…And as far as the 
sub-prime real estate collapse goes, we’ll 
just blame that all on NINJA loans.
Friedman: Taibbi says here that Goldman 
placed alumni throughout the government 
to make sure it benefited from the collapse.
Cohn: Well, it’s not for nothing they call us 
‘Government Sachs’ on the street. I mean, 
Goldman literally owns Treasury and the Fed. 
Don’t forget how Rubin got Glass-Steagall 
repealed and derivatives left alone. And you 
gotta love how Paulson bent Congress over 
and rammed the TARP bailouts up their ass!
Rogers: That million we spent on Obama is 
bupkis compared to the payoff we’ve gotten!
Friedman: Don’t forget Chris Cox at the 
SEC. He made sure nobody looked too 
closely at what was in the CDO sausages.
Blankfein: Yeah, I’ve got a bad feeling 
about that broad Mary Schapiro that took 
over in January. Remind me to cross her off 
my Christmas and Chanukah card list.
Freidman: That gives me an idea. What if 
we played the anti-Semitism card? After all, 
Taibbi singles out Goldman and lets all the 
less Jewish-sounding firms off the hook.
Cohn: Yeah, and as I recall, he uses the dog 
whistle term tribe somewhere in there, too.
…By the way, isn’t Taibbi an Arab name?
Rogers: I think we should just push the idea 
that people who work for Goldman are just 
smarter and better than everyone else. 
It only makes sense for them to get hired 
into positions of power in Washington. 

Friedman: Yeah. Hell, I just had to choose 
between giving up my Fed chair or leaving 
Goldman…Talk about a no-brainer!
Cohn: Look, the only thing we’re guilty of 
is making money. Goldman Sachs plays by 
the rules…So what if we were the ones who 
made them! Besides, you gotta take risks to 
make money in this business. If Paulson 
hadn’t killed Lehman and we didn’t crash 
the stock market in order to get the bailouts, 
Goldman probably would have been toast.
Rogers: Yeah, it’s gonna be tough to beat 
the 13 billion we netted on the AIG bailout. 
Not to mention what we made dumping toxic 
mortgages off on the muppets after placing 
huge short positions betting against them! 
Blankfein: Don’t kvetch about the balance 
sheet, John. Our Cayman Islands offshore 
account is gonna be flush next year. The S.E. 
Asian branch is setting up some sweetheart 
deals right now in Malaysia—in fact, I’ll be 
schmoozing with the PM in November. 
We’re also gonna be pulling the same credit 
default swap stunt in Greece that we ran here.
Cohn: And don’t forget we’ve still got that 
traitor Aleynikov’s high-frequency trading 
algorithms. By 2010, we should be ripping 
their eyeballs out for about $25 million a day, 
with entire quarters with no losing trades!
Blankfein: John, email these minutes to PR 
so von Praag can write up a press release.  
But tell him to ease up on the $20 words 
and condescension!…That crap doesn’t play 
well when people are sleeping in their cars. 
Friedman: In the meantime, if any reporters 
ask, let’s just go with Goldman’s usual ‘Four 
Monkeys’ defense: See no evil, hear no evil, 
speak no evil, and keep all the money.
Blankfein: Indeed. Thank you, gentlemen. 
Meeting adjourned!…Now let’s all get back 
to doing God’s work, shall we? And John, 
get somebody to pick up my dry cleaning.◾


