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Stacked Deck 
Nobody likes being around poor 
people… especially poor people.

Steve Wynn

NATION: WYNN RESORTS
CAPITAL: Las Vegas, Nevada
GDP: $6.6 billion (revenues, 2019)
CLAIM TO FAME: The ‘Face of Las Vegas’ 

*****
Wynning in Las Vegas: How to Make a
   Killing at the Casino, by Steve Wynn
Pro Tip #1: Don’t Get Married
You’ll just wind up splitting your winnings 
50/50 with your ex-wife in the divorce.   
   Now that we have that out of the way, 
allow me tell you how not to lose, because 
more than anything else, winning is not 
losing—and there are a million different 
ways to lose your money, your shirt, and 
ultimately, your self-respect in Sin City.   
   Take it from me. (After all, she did.)

   Brian Berg with his replica of the Venetian Macao Resort

Pro Tip #2: What Game Should I Play?
Suit yourself, but remember that no matter 
what game you choose to play, the house is 
going to steal you blind (no pun intended). 
   That said, the odds are best—in fact, almost 
even—at blackjack, craps, and roulette. But 
if you’re the kind of social outcast who likes 
to play the slots, good luck: with a house 
edge of up to 50%, you’re going to need it.  
   Likewise if you’re playing poker, because 
you won’t have a clue whether you’re 
playing against rank amateurs like yourself 
or sharks like the ones in that big tank 
behind the registration desk at the Mirage.
Pro Tip #3: How Much Should I Bet?
No more than you can afford to lose, because 
you’re pretty much guaranteed to. (By the 
way, when you do lose, don’t be like that 
sleezeball Joe Francis, who falsely claimed 
that I threatened to kill him if he didn’t 
make good on his $2 million gambling debt.



If I ever track down that son of a bitch at 
his hideout down in Mexico, I’ll hit him on 
the back of the head with a shovel and bury 
him in a hole in the desert.)  Note to Editor: 
Please delete this last sentence.
Pro Tip #4: When Should I Quit?
   You know the old song, “Know when to 
hold ‘em, know when to fold ‘em…?”
I should have cut my losses when I divorced 
my first wife. I never moved out of the 
house and wound up remarrying her 5 years 
later, only to end up divorcing her again. 
(Talk about not knowing when to quit!)
Pro Tip #5: Doubling Down
Going ‘all-in’ is always a good idea, at least 
whenever you’re playing at a Wynn casino. 
   After all, my first venture in Vegas was a 
big flop. I sunk all the money from my Dad’s 
bingo business into buying a 3% share of 
the Frontier Hotel, where I was slot manager, 
but had to sell it at a loss when I found out 
the casino was being run by Detroit mobsters. 
   But who cares?…Soon after that, I made a
$766, 000 profit selling a tiny parcel next to 
Caeasar’s Palace I’d bought from Howard 
Hughes. So remember: Always stay in the 
game even if you’re losing your shirt! 
Pro Tip #6: Play Your Hunches
   After I cleaned up on renovating and 
reselling the Las Vegas Golden Nugget, I 
went to Atlantic City, which frankly, made 
Las Vegas look like it was closed for lunch. 
   Wearing shorts, sandals, and a Willie 
Nelson T-shirt, I walked down the Boardwalk 
one afternoon to the old Strand Motel, and 
walked out an hour later having bought it 
for $8.5 million in cash. Then I razed the 
Strand and built the Golden Nugget Atlantic 
City, which I hit the jackpot on, selling it to 
Bally’s a few years later for $440 million. 
   The moral of the story: Sometimes it pays 
to be a high rolling, impulsive gambler!

Pro Tip #7: Borrow Up the Wazoo
   With my usual perfect timing, I ditched 
Atlantic City just before it began its long 
downward slide. Then, upping the ante to 
finance my $630 million mega-resort in Las 
Vegas, I ran my debt load up to $1 billion.   
   But the bet paid off in spades: The Mirage 
was the biggest moneymaker on the Strip, 
and I cashed it out (along with The Bellagio 
and 5 other casinos) for a cool $6.4 billion.
   The lesson: When you’re on a hot streak, 
don’t hesitate to mortgage your house and 
your first-born in order to keep betting!
Pro Tip #8: Keep Your Cool
   When you’re gambling, you have to keep 
your emotions in check. Otherwise you 
might get careless and shoot off your finger 
messing around with a gun. Or worse: put 
your elbow through a $155 million painting!
Pro Tip #9: Don’t Call It Gambling
   The gangster days of Bugsy Siegel are long 
gone. These days, Vegas is a ‘family friendly 
playground.’ In fact, the last mobster seen 
on the Strip was junk bond king Michael 
Milken, who backed my Atlantic City casino. 
(Granted, my marketing guy in Atlantic City 
made a couple of embarrassing visits to 
‘Fat’ Tony Salerno—boss of the Genovese 
mob—but they just shared a few drinks.)
Pro Tip #10: Don’t Mix with the Staff
One final word of caution: Keep your eyes on 
your cards and not on the waitresses’s asses! 
Remember all those women who accused me 
of sexual misconduct—and especially, that 
one manicurist I had to pay to keep quiet? 
($1, 000 massages are one thing, but 7.5 mil 
is a lot to pay for trimming your nails!)
   The suit was eventually thrown out, but not 
before Kirk Kerkorian took advantage of the 
bad PR to take over my company and oust 
me…Don’t ever forget: What happens in 
Vegas doesn’t always stay in Vegas! ◾


