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    Close Encounters  
 of the Nerd Kind 

Any sufficiently advanced technology is 
indistinguishable from magic. 

Arthur C. ClarkeON MAY 5, 1995, A WIDE-RANGING 
group of ufologists, journalists, military 
officials and others gathered in the hushed 
darkness of the Museum of London’s film 
theatre to witness what was billed as 
incontrovertible evidence that an 
extraterrestrial spacecraft had crash-landed 
in the desert of New Mexico in 1947.
   The grainy, 17-minute black-and-white 
film even promised to show images of the 
deceased body of the craft’s alien occupant, 
purported to be in the possession of the 
Pentagon at a secret military base.
   A few months later, the film was broadcast 
to a worldwide television audience, carrying 
the provocative title, Alien Autopsy.

   For any aliens out there unfamiliar with 
Earth’s recent history, this was, of course,  
yet another rehash of the periodically 
resurfacing ‘Roswell incident,’ and needless 
to say, the story later proved to be a not so 
elaborate hoax. Its originator—a shady 
British music and film producer named Ray 
Santilli—admitted in 2006 that the ‘alien’ 
was a crudely-crafted mannikin, and the film 
was a studio reconstruction (albeit from an 
‘original’ he has thus far failed to produce).
   Inexplicably, many ufologists and rabid 
Star Trek fans still dismiss Santilli’s denial, 
labelling it government disinformation. 
Such is the the fortitude or gullibility of the 
UFO crowd, depending on which side of the 
universe you happen to observe it from.
   But despite the insistence of UFO devotees 
that they aren’t just barking up the wrong 
planet, there are many convincing reasons 
why UFOs are not of extraterrestrial origin.



   Let’s start with the obvious: Space is huge.
Our sun’s nearest neighboring star is 
Proxima Centauri—although the name 
‘proxima’ is deceptive: Proxima Centauri is 
4 light-years away, or 36 trillion kilometers.
   Assuming intelligent, technologically 
advanced aliens existed (which is another 
whole question in itself, and suffice it to say 
that so far there is zero evidence for it) and 
they managed to invent a craft capable of 
near speed of light travel (which physicists 
say is probably impossible) doing so would 
consume enormous amounts of energy. 
   In any case, nothing human-like could 
survive the trip: Even if we disregard G-
forces, according to the law of relativity, 
mass increases with velocity, eventually 
reaching infinity at the speed of light.
   But even if we accept that aliens exist 
within driving distance, have somehow 
invented safe interstellar travel, and have 
found the needle in a cosmos-sized haystack 
that is the Earth (maybe they’ve also 
discovered Google Maps), they would still 
need a very compelling reason to visit.
   To such a civilization, Earth technology 
and society would seem quite primitive. 
In any case, why would human-obsessed 
aliens travel such a vast distance in huge, 
hulking spaceships in order to monitor our 
stumbling attempts to become worthy of 
joining the Intergalactic Empire? Why not 
just observe us remotely or send drones?
   And why flit about in the middle of the 
desert or the ocean, where the latest and 
most compelling wave of UFO sightings 
have occurred? Wouldn’t their kids be 
pestering them to go to someplace more 
interesting and fun—like say, DisneyWorld? 
Finally, after wasting all that time, energy, 
and whatever they use for money, why 
make zero effort to communicate with us? 

   The fact is that if humans ever do find 
compelling evidence for alien life, it almost 
certainly will be microbial in nature. And in 
the unlikely but not entirely impossible 
event that the extraterrestrials are highly 
advanced, they’ve probably been observing 
our radio and TV signals for decades, which 
no doubt would discourage them from 
choosing Earth as a vacation destination.
   So if UFOs aren’t aliens, what are they?…
Well, once we eliminate balloons, planes, 
drones, unusual cloud formations, satellites, 
planets, moons, sensor artefacts, atmospheric 
anomalies, optical illusions and the plethora 
of other things commonly mistaken for 
aliens, we are left with a very (very) small 
number of—to use Pentagon-speak—UAPs, 
or ‘Unidentified Aerial Phenomena.’
   What these are is anybody’s guess, but 
there’s little reason to jump to what should 
be the absolutely last resort explanation. 
We simply don’t know enough about 
electromagnetic effects in the atmosphere, 
electronic glitches, and any number of other 
far more prosaic things to be so bold. 
   Considering the Pentagon’s sudden 
interest in UFOs, its incessant efforts to 
increase its budget, and its ongoing plan to 
militarize space, the most likely explanation 
is that they are manmade artefacts or aerial 
drones of some sort, either homegrown or 
from a foreign adversary. (As to which of 
America’s growing list of enemies it might 
be, one can only speculate, but it’s a safe bet 
they’re a lot closer than Proxima Centari.)    
   As Steve Jobs said: Just one more thing. 
Just as iPhones and cell phone cameras have 
become ubiquitous in recent years, UFO 
sightings have oddly tapered off. Maybe 
that’s because today, if you claim to have 
met an alien, you’re going to have to explain 
why you didn’t take a few selfies. ◾


