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      Peanut Brittle 
 We believe in the right of every country 
to be free from interference in its own 
internal affairs by another country. 

Jimmy Carter, Welcoming ceremony for 
Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceauşescu, 1978

A   MULTI-MILLIONAIRE GOVERNOR 

posing as an “ordinary peanut farmer” and 
“Washington outsider” to a nation weary of 
political scandals, Jimmy Carter was elected 
president in 1976, narrowly defeating 
Gerald Ford, who assumed office after 
Richard Nixon’s abrupt resignation in 1974. 
(Ford remains the only U.S. president never 
elected to either the presidency or the vice 
presidency, having previously replaced 
disgraced VP Spiro Agnew in 1973.)
   Although the U.S. had engaged two 
million troops decimating Vietnam and 
slaughtering one-eighth of its people, Carter 
insisted “the destruction was mutual.”  

              Jimmy Carter Peanut Statue, Plains, Georgia

He refused to send promised reconstruction 
aid to the war-torn nation, or even to offer 
its people an official government apology.
   Carter professed human rights as the 
“soul” of his foreign policy, but continued 
support for Indonesia during its illegal 
invasion of East Timor, tripled military aid 
to Philippine dictator Marcos, abetted the 
genocidal Pol Pot regime of Cambodia, 
backed Nicaragua’s murderous Somoza 
dictatorship, provided crucial military aid to 
brutal regimes in Guatemala and El 
Salvador, turned a blind eye to genocide and 
massive human rights abuses in Ceauşescu’s 
Romania, and reaffirmed support for the 
Shah of Iran even after his ‘Black Friday’ 
massacre of peaceful demonstrators. 
   Indonesia invaded East Timor the year 
before Carter took office, occupying the 
breakaway province for the next 24 years. 



Despite frequent, reliable news reports that 
Indonesian forces were committing 
genocide in East Timor—with an estimated 
180, 000 East Timorese killed during the 
time he was in office—Carter stepped up 
military aid to dictator Suharto and vetoed 
UN resolutions denouncing the invasion.  
   Carter also ignored horrendous human 
rights abuses in Romania, where dictator 
Ceauşescu’s secret police murdered an 
estimated 60, 000 people, on grounds that 
Ceauşescu’s refusal to join in the Warsaw 
Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia weakened 
Soviet bloc solidarity. (Ceauşescu would die 
in disgrace before a firing squad in 1989.)
   In a further attempt to destabilize the 
Soviets, Carter created a proxy army in 
Afghanistan, deliberately provoking the 
1979 Russian invasion by staging a CIA 
coup in what had previously been a non-
aligned country on Russia’s Asian border. 
   One person who took Carter’s eloquent 
pleas for human rights seriously was El 
Salvador’s Archbishop Oscar Romero. 
   The Nobel Peace Prize nominee begged 
Carter to end U.S. support for the junta’s 
peasant war in his country, where a few 
thousand people (out of a population of 
nearly five million) owned 60% of the land. 
   Carter ignored his pleas, fearing that 
without the junta in power, El Salvador 
would become “another Nicaragua.” (A 
month later, Romero was murdered by U.S.-
trained death squads while saying Mass.)
   Despite all his foreign affairs failures, 
Carter is best known today for his ‘malaise’ 
speech, in which he scolded Americans for 
their profligate waste of energy in the midst 
of an energy crisis. The speech was widely 
viewed as an attempt to distract attention 
from inflation and unemployment, which 
were spiralling out of control at the time. 

   Nine months after Carter withdrew U.S. 
support for the Shah of Iran, Carter allowed 
the deposed Shah to enter the U.S. for 
medical treatment, and Iranian militants 
responded by holding 52 Americans captive 
in the U.S. embassy in Tehran. The resulting 
hostage crisis, combined with a botched 
rescue attempt in which 8 military personnel 
were killed, doomed Carter’s presidency.
   In the infamous ‘October Surprise’, 
Ronald Reagan’s campaign engaged the 
CIA to ensure release of the hostages was 
delayed until just minutes after Reagan’s 
inauguration in January 1981.
   Carter’s professed concern for human 
rights didn’t end with his failed presidency. 
Styling himself as an elder statesman and 
‘impartial’ election mediator, he lent 
legitimacy to a stolen election in the 
Dominican Republic and undermined 
Haiti’s first democratically-elected 
president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, urging 
him to concede the election prematurely.
   In 1994, Carter brokered a controversial 
deal with North Korea’s Kim Il Sung— 
involving agreements concerning the 
country’s nuclear weapons program—
without the approval of the Clinton 
administration. One Clinton aide called 
Carter’s actions “near traitorous.”
   Despite his martyrdom, Archbishop 
Romero lost out to Mother Teresa for the 
1979 Nobel Peace Prize, but the prize was 
awarded to Carter in 2002 for brokering the 
Camp David Accords in the Middle East. 
(Like Carter’s human rights rhetoric, the 
talks were largely symbolic, and failed to 
bring lasting peace to the region.)
   Notorious bank robber Willie Sutton once 
said of Carter, “I’ve never seen a bigger 
confidence man in my life, and I’ve been 
around some of the best in the business.” ◾


