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Stoned Soul Picnic 
And from the sky come the

Lord and the lightning.
Laura Nyro, Stoned Soul Picnic (1968)
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*****
Live from the 2030 Riyadh Festival:
Osama: Salam Alaykum from the 50th 
Annual Riyadh Festival! Brought to you 
once again by the state-owned oil company, 
Saudi Aramco, sponsors of PGA golf and 
Formula One racing! Our motto is: 
“We wrote the book on sportswashing!”
   I’m Osama bin Pimpin. I’ll be your host 
for all the play-by-play action today, and 
down on the playing field is our faithful 
color commentator, Mustafa Bonesaw. 

…Good morning, Mustafa!
Mustafa: Good morning, Osama!
Osama: Well folks, we have an awesome 
show lined up today for all you viewers at 
home. So don’t worry if you couldn’t grab a 
picnic lunch and join the cheering crowd of 
stoning and beheading fans down here in 
Deera Square—known locally, of course, as 
Chop-chop Square. We’ve got you covered!
Mustafa: That’s right, Osama! And we’ll be 
taking call-ins today as well, so feel free to 
ring us up with all your questions and 
comments during any breaks in the action.
Osama: Looks like we already have our 
first caller…Good morning, caller!
Caller #1: Good morning. I’d like to know 

why crimes of Saudi Aramco executives are 
never punished, while that poor woman got 
34 years just for tweeting and teenage boys 
are executed for protesting the [click!]



Osama: The caller must be referring to the 
eight scum who were sentenced to death in 
2020 for protesting our glorious monarchy.
But she’s dead wrong, folks! They weren’t 
all teenagers, in fact one was 9 years old! 
And if disrupting the social fabric and 
holding deviant beliefs like being gay aren’t 
worthy of the death penalty, then what is? 
Mustafa: This camel’s ass also seems to 
have forgotten that our illustrious leader, 
MBS, detained dozens of Saudi billionaires 
in the Ritz-Carlton for corruption in 2017—
including a former finance minister and 
board member of Saudi Aramco—and then 
shook them down for a cool $107 billion!
Osama: That’s right. Who says white collar 
crime doesn’t pay!.… Anyway, it looks 
like the beheading event has just started!
As our color commentator, what are seeing 
down there on the field, Mustafa?
Mustafa: Right now I’m seeing a lot of red, 
Osama!…But all joking aside, the stoning 
fans are getting restless waiting for the first 
batter up to the plate. They don’t like that 
the executioner is getting all the action.
Osama: Well, we all know how it works: 
The beheadings start promptly at noon, and
we don’t move on to the stoning until after 
the halftime belly dancing show…On the 
positive side, that gives fans plenty of time 
to pick out the best stones! Anyway, while 
we’re waiting, let’s take our next caller.
Caller #2: You butchers! Show me where in 
the Quran it says you can stone people to 
death!!…I’ll bet you can’t, because [click!]
Osama: Sorry about that, folks! Another 
hysterical female reformist. First you let 
them drive, and the next thing you know, 
they want to uncover their heads in public. 
Her husband probably isn’t beating her 
often enough…As for stoning, let’s go to 
our resident Quran expert, Meerab Omblind.

Meerab: Salam Alaykum, Osama. According 
to the Hadith, the verse condoning stoning 
was originally in the Quran but “a goat ate 
that page when the Book was at Ayesha’s 
house under her pillow.” So the scholars say 
stoning is good to go now under Sharia law.
Osama: Fascinating, Meerab! Thanks for 
clearing that up! Let’s go to our next caller.
Caller #3: It’s 131 degrees outside my
house today!…I’ll bet your listeners don’t 
know that Saudi Aramco is the single largest 
greenhouse gas emitter in the entire [click!]
Osama: Jeez, what a bunch of spoilsports 
out there today! Enough calls, let’s go back 
to Mustafa now for some on-field interviews.
Mustafa: Thanks, Osama! I’m here with 
Muhammad Saad Al-Beshi, Saudi Arabia’s 
top-scoring executioner…Do you always 
use a sword on your victims, Muhammad?
Muhammad: [drooling] Sometimes they 
ask me to use a sword and sometimes a gun. 
But yeah, most of the time I use my sword. 
Mustafa: How about you, Ahmed? You’re 
charged with committing adultery with that 
woman over there in the stoning bullpen. 
Ahmed: Yeah, but I think I have a good shot 
with the referees, inshallah!…I offered to 
pay the blood money her family demanded, 
and besides, the bitch was asking for it!
Mustafa: Good luck, Ahmed!…By the way, 
folks, we’re looking to make history here 
today, topping (haha) our world record 81 
executions on a single day in March 2022! 
Osama: Hey, what’s up with all that sudden 
lightning and thunder, Mustafa?…I thought 
the fireworks show wasn’t until sunset.
Mustafa: I’ll be a son of a dog, Osama! 
It’s raining fire and brimstone!!…What’s 
that up in the sky?…Allah help us, it’s the 
face of God!!!…And is that God’s angry 
voice booming out from above?!!!…Oh 
shit, Osama! It’s speaking in Hebrew!!! ◾


